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thn things are going well,

when we are healthy and strong,
and still young, we give very little
thought to what might happen in
the future. But we may suddenly fall seriously ill or have an
accident. Also, all of us are growing older day by day and will
not always have the strength we have now.

A recent letter from a friend left a deep impression on me.
She was very active as a school teacher and even after retiring
from teaching she continued to be very active in volunteer
work. However, recently she had cataract operations in both
eyes, with one eye responding well, but not the other.
Therefore she had to give up driving as well as a number of
other things.

A nurse assists her twice a week with bath and laundry.
One of her friends takes her to church after which she has
lunch with another friend. She writes: "Several nieces and
nephews who through the years have been to me like
brothers and sisters help me with the shopping. One nephew

English Column

Human Relationship NetworKing.....

...insurance for our time of need

....ny Richard L. Lammers

winds my mantle clock, an-
other feeds the birds and an-
other shovels the snow."

She never married so has
no family of her own, but her letter is full of joy as she tells
of friends, nephews and nieces who help her in this time of
special need. Such a network of friends did not develop over-
night. It took many years. But what better insurance than
people in our time of need. The network of friends she
developed through the years are more important to her than
savings accounts and life insurance. What is one person's
need today, may be another person's need tomorrow. If I help
you in your need today you may be able to help me in my
need tomorrow.

"A friend in need is a friend indeed,"” is a well-
known saying in the English-speaking world. To be friend
to someone in need, even if only a small need like "winding
the mantle clock," may be the best 'payment’ we can make
to insure that someone will help us in our time of need.

BFIEAS DS AFBYEL TUWEEWLEL Lammers SANFRZENST AU AICERYICESZ &
ChHELE, ChASOF7 AN ATOIFEREBHVBLETETY,
B|&#E D. Harry AICIAR L TW ARSI ECEN ELEDTRELS BBVWLET,

he dictionary defines change
as:to make different or to be-
come different. That certainly
describes my life and the lives of
those with whom I live and work.
This April there are many changes taking place 1o me and o
those who are around me; my family, my friends, my stu-
dents, and my co-workers. Two of my co-workers and friends
are retiring and retuming to the United States; some of my
students and friends are graduating from elementary school,
junior high school, high school, and university; some of my
friends and students have acquired a new status in life through
marriage or will soon be married; other friends have just had
a new baby in their family; and I have just completed another
school year with my colleagues and will soon be beginning
a new one. We will all "become different” because we will

Changes

be facing new situations and
new challenges in life.
. To me, the important thing is
=0y Bichany not that these changes are tak-
ing place in our lives, because
to live life is 1o experience many changes, but to look on
these changes as opportunities that have been given to us o
live our lives more creatively. Of course there will be tears
as long time friends and loved ones leave us to continue their
life journey, but just think of the new friends that this day,
this week, this month, and this year will bring to us. So,
instead of looking on change as an ending, we should think
of it as a new beginning, a fresh new start, and look forward
1o it with excitement, and one where we can make the dif-
ference, instead of just becoming different.
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